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RO TEU 8 as ancient coats telly Jroms; 
pos Fas a moſs wond*rous clever fellow 5 
Could, in an inſtant, change fs eaſes: 

' Abpear a lion or an n | 
Could belch out fire like. Vulcan! s. mountain, 5 
Or vomit water like a fountain ; | 
In ſhort, could play.as many a trick, 
As &er was father'd on old nick. 
So ſay the poets — but the ſtory 
All over is an allegory. 

This Proteus was a Nate-phyſician, 
In modern phraſe, a politician, 

Hho cleverly could turn his coat, 

As he was uppermoſt, or nut. 

And tricks like his, tis loudly ſaid, 

Are ſtill by politicians play'd ; 

Who change their language, and their faces, 

Fuſt as they change their poſts and places. 
The author takes it by.report ; 

For he was never yet at court, 

Has neither penſion nor annuity, 

Bribe or reward for doing's duty ; 

To neither Pitt nor Bute is known, 

Nor any ſervant of the crown ; _ 

Hut fees; with grief, a deſp'rate faction 
Driving the nation to diſtraction, 

Raiſing a dreadful hue and cry 

Bout taxes, laws, and liberty, | 
nile the true cauſe of all their ain, | 

1s, they are out, and others in. . 
Britags, attend The following farce 
Will fhew the men as in a glaſs ; 


2 2 ; of 


P oe 


of all their motions the true ſpring, 
Not love of country or of King, 


But envy, av'rice, or ambition, 


A fierce and factious diſpoſition ; 55 

— from paſt diſt ene, . 

And hope of rivals overthrowing * 

Theſe are the principles that fey 95 
The Whigs and patriots of our day, 
Dictate thu te eee ts d le 

And Willes's ſcurrilous abe; 

And if they could by force or ſtealth, 

Mou d turn us to a commonwealth ; 

Wou'd do as Cromwel did before, 

Behead their _— at his own door. 
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| theſe expectations. are founded, It may not per- 
| A 
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ELL; Sir, you know I am 2-56ur 
ſteady friend, and have done every 

| thing in my power to ſupport 
your intereſt in the city ; but after all I am apt to 
think your reſignation was a little too precipitate, 
and that you gave your enemies a handle to ſay, 


Cre. 


| that you ated like a froward child, who ſpurns at 


its victuals when croſs'd or contradicted in the 
leaſt. | 


Sly. Patience, dear Sir, patience ; I have not 
play'd my cards fo ill hitherto; but my friends 
may truſt ſomewhat to my management in time 


to come. All will be well in a ſhort time. 


Cre. Nay, Sir, tis not diſputed but you have 


come off pretty handſomely yourſelf. Your pen- 
ſion and patent are no contemptible acquiſitions. 


But many of your friends have a poor proſpect, 
and are therefore read y to fay, that you had bet- 


ter have continued in power, tho? a little circum- 


ſcrib'd, than throw up all at once, becauſe you 
was not ſuffered to do every thing. | 
Sly. Let not my friends entertain any ſuch 


thoughts My reſignation was a maſter-{troke 
of policy; and if my ſchemes do not miſcarry, 


you ſhall ſoon ſee me at the helm again, with 
more abſolute authority than ever. 


Cre. 1 wiſh, Sir, you could ſhew me on what 
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2 PATRIOTISM... ART, 
_ haps be fit to explain yourſelf to every one; but 


it is your real intereſt that ſome ſelect friends be 


made acquainted with your views, that they may 


act accordingly. 5 | 
Sly. Doubtleſs it is Liſten then with patience, 
— Lord Norland. of 13 Te 
Cre. Confound him and all his countrymen ! 
How could you reſign, my dear Sir, when you 
knew that minion wou'd inſtantly ſtart up in your 
place ? „ | | 


| Sly. For that very reaſon.—— To my no ſmall 


mortification, I ſaw Lord Norland poſſeſs'd of his 


maſter's heart and ear. I ſaw likewiſe how much 
the nation ſtood in need of peace, in the midſt of 


all our triumphs: yet ſo intoxicating is ſucceſs, 


and ſo boundleſs is the rage of conqueſt, once it 
has taken poſſeſſion of mens hearts, that I knew 
it would be next to impoſſible for any miniſter to 
conclude a peace, without bringing upon himſelf 
an immenſe load of popular odium, which there- 


fore 1 reſolved to avoid. 


Cre. Pardon me, great Sir! How could we 
ſtand in need of peace, while we were carrying 
every thing before us in all parts of the world? 

Sly. Becauſe. we were too muchſdrain'd both 
of men and money, to have continued the war 
much longer with the leaſt proſpect of ſucceſs; 
and therefore it was prudent, nay it was neceſ- 
ſary, to make peace while we were able to make a 
good one. one A RT 

Cre. You amaze me, Sir! eſpecially when you 
inſinuate want of money. What! was not the 
city entirely at your devotion? Did we ever 
doggle at ſubſcribing for any ſums you was pleasd 
to demand ? . ST 

_ Sly. Softly, good Sir! Softly. Subſcriptions 
and paper may anſwer at home; but paper will 


not do either in Germany. or America; and the 


ſcarcity 
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ſcarcity of coin throughout the whole kingdom, 


was too apparent not to intimidate the boldeſt 


miniſter. Our friends in the city were indeed 
very obliging, and we gave them ſuitable en- 


couragement. Their profits, by lending us, were 


ſuch as might well draw-money from the greateſt 
miſers. But pray, Sir, in what difficulties were 
we plunged, to find ways and means for paying 
vou the intereſt of what we borrowed? I need 


not ſay how odious every new tax muſt be to a 
nation overloaded with taxes already. The cy- 
der-tax is a glaring proof of this. Think upon 
all theſe things, and you will ſoon. he convinc'd, 


that however high our national credit might ſeem 
to be, we were in reality next door to bankrupt- 
CY. But ſuppoſing we could have got the caſh, 
where were the men to be had? Every method 

of recruiting our armies had been tried ; and ex- 
perience has ſhewn, that without reckoning thoſe 


Who: fell by the ſword, we ſhould never have been 
able to have replac'd thoſe who were deſtroy'd in 


the hot countries, merely by the climate, with- 
out draining and exhauſting our mother-country 
beyond what it could bear. To ſay nothing of 
a reverſe of fortune; which yet is always to be 
| dreaded, in the greateſt height of proſperity, be- 


cauſe it may be occaſion'd by a thouſand different 


_ accidents, impoſſible to be foreſeen or prevented. 
All this I conſider'd; I therefore would 
have gladly made a peace, could I have done it 
With any tolerable ſafety. 1 1 5 
Cre. And pray, Sir, what hinder'd you? 
Sly. That queſtion from any body but you, my 


friend! Tell me only, what terms of peace wou'd 


have fatisfy'd you gentlemen in the city, while 
you were ſuch gainers by the continuance of the 
war ! | | 6 1 


2 well 


(Fe. Why, I think we ſhould have been pretty | 
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well ſatisfied, had we kept all the conquer'd ſu- 
_ gar-iſlands. In compariſon with them North A- 
merica is not worth a ruſh. x 12 
 .* Sly. By your leave, good Sir! It is very natu- 
ral for you to be fond of the ſugar-iſlands. The 
ingroſſing the whole ſugar- trade by a few rich 
planters, was a ſcheme too lucrative not to excite 
their warmeſt zeal. But others have their parti- 
cular views and intereſts as well as you or I, and 
will proſecute them with the like artention. The 
intereſt of you ſugar-merchants, however great 
in the metropolis, would have ſignified little in 
oppoſition to the bulk of the nation: and how 
could we have held up our faces to our other A- 
merican iſlands, and thoſe concern'd in them, had 
vie left them expos'd to the ſame dangers and in- 
_ juries which occaſion'd ſuch a bloody and expen- * 
ſive war? No, no, Mr Creole; whatever parti- 
ality I may have for you, and however much TI 
might be inclin'd to gratify you in all your views, 
in return for your important ſervices, I durſt not 
run ſo great a hazard as that of incurring the in- 
dignation of the far greater part of Britain by 
giving up North America. 8 „„ 
Cre. Very well; but might you not have 
pleas'd all parties, by retaining the ſugar-iſlands 
and North America too ? | 
Sly. No, Sir; Britain has not men enough to 
have maintain'd her in both theſe acquiſitions. 
We muſt always take care not to exhauſt the mo- - 
_ ther-country too much of its ſtrength, otherwiſe 
it will. fall a prey to its neighbouring enemies; 
and ev'n its own colonies will be ready to ſhake 
off their dependence upon it, and ſet up for them 


ſelves. 14385 Ev 
Cre. But ſtill, Sir, if there was a neceſſity for 
giving up either the one or the other, had we 


Act Il. PATRIOTISM: 


not better retain'd the richer part of our con- 


queſts, the iſlands, and reſtor d: Canada? | 
Sly. Suppoſing the French would have reed: 


to a peace on theſe terms, I do not think it would 


have been ſo much for our intereſt as the acquiſi- 
tions we have made. We have full as many co- 
lonies already in the hot countries as Britain can 


well ſupport. Conſider only what a vaſt number 


of white people die annually in tlie Eaſt Indies, in 


Africa, and in the American iſlands, and you muſt 
acknowledge, that the nation in general pays very 


dearly for the wealth it draws from theſe parts. 


On the other hand, the climate of North Ame- 


rica agrees ſo well with our people, that we may 
reaſonably hope, without exhauſting their mo- 
ther-country too much, our colonies there will 


in a ſhort time inafeaſs: and extend themſelves 


ſo far as to be a great addition to our national 


ſtrength ; and by induſtry, and the natural pro- 


duct of the country, they will become the chan- 


nel of conveying great part of the riches of hs | 
Welt Indies into Britain. 

Cre. As this is your real opinion, 1 don't any 
longer wonder at your ſtrange ambiguous ha- 


rangue upon the . which no body knew 


what to make of. 
Sly. You need not. It is hard to bring. one's 


ſelf to that pitch of ingenuity and candour, as to 


approve of the actions of a hated rival, be they e- 


ver ſo right; and yet no leſs hard to kick againſt 


the pricks of truth and conſcience, when they 
ſtand ſtaring a man full in the face. This is a 


free confeſſion, and an honeſt one. Beſides, I 


did not want to offend either thoſe who were for, 
or thoſe who were againſt: the peace. 


Cre. I believe it. But had it not Nas 


for your honourjand intereſt to have concluded 
ſuch a ym yourſelf ? Your matchleſs eloquence 


might 
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might have perſuaded.us into any thing, after ma- 


king us believe that America was conquer'd in 
Germany LS. 


- Sly. That was too dangerous an experiment to 


" truſt to. My adopting German meaſures, after 


having exclaim'd ſo long and ſo violently againſt. 


them, was indeed the only way to get into the 


good graces of my old maſter, all whoſe views 
center'd in the dear electorate. But I was well 
aware what a thock this gave to my popularity; 
and nothing but our unexpected, and indeed ſur- 


priſing ſucceſs, both in Germany and America, 


could have kept my character afloat after ſuch no- 
torious trimming. Conſcious of this, I reſolv'd 


to ſtrike a bold ſtroke to regain the ground I had 


loſt, and at the ſame time to draw Norland into 
the ſcrape which I was reſoly'd to avoid, __ 
Cre. I don't quite comprehend you, Sir. 


Sly. I need not tell you, that our falling upon 


the French trade, previous to a declaration of 
war, was a meaſure we have found very difficult 
to juſtify, in ſpite of all the colouring that has 
been put upon it. It was indeed a wrong-head- 
ed ſcheme, in point of intereſt as well as honour : 
for moſt of the cargoes ſo taken were loſt before 
they could be condemned; and nothing has been 
a greater obſtruction to the making a peace than 
this one prepoſterous illegal ſtep. legal, 1 call 
it; becauſe contrary to the law and practice of all 
civilizd nations; till within theſe few years that 


princes have learn'd to attack one another, and to 
ruſh like common banditti into one another's ter- 
ritories, without the leaſt intimation or formali- 
ty. Yet ſo blind is avarice, and ſo few are they 


who allow themſelves to think of reaſon or ju- 
ſtice, when any ſeeming advantage preſents itſelf to 


their view, that ev'n this piratical way of enter- 
ing into war, was generally applauded by the 


people 
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people of Britain. Therefore, how ſoon we got 
intelligence of the family- compact, my brother 
and I inſiſted, that we ſhould fall to work much 
in the fame way with the Spaniards. We rec- 
kon'd upon it, that Lord Norland wou'd never 
agree to ſuch a propoſal ; and that his arguments 


and intereſt would outweigh ours, both with the 


and council. But this was the very thing ; 


deſir'd, as this gave me a ſpecious pretext for re- 


ſigning. Why ſhould I be accountable for mea- 
ſures which I was no longer ſuffer'd to guide? 

Cre. But what if Norland had diſappointed you 
by his concurrence ? 5 

Sly. That was not much to be fear d. proud 
of his maſter's favour, Norland was not politi- 
cian enough to diſcern the ſnare I had laid for 
him. But although he had fallen in with our 


meaſures, the whole honour of. the affair would 
have been ours; and had we been fortunate e- _ 


nough to have catch'd but one ſuch ſhip. as the 
Hermione in this way, the populace wou'd have 
downright ador'd us, and wou'd have valued ſuch 
a prize twenty times more than if it had been ta- 
ken after a declaration of war. 

Cre. You are certainly right in this, Sir ; for 
the people adore you as it is, and exclaim againſt 
Norland for not following your advice. They 
never conſider the diflerence between a juſt cauſe 
for war, and one that is not ſo : and accordingly, 
when the haughty, thoughtleſs conduct of the 
Spaniard forc'd Norland into a war with him af- 
terwards, and it was enter'd into without viola- 


ting the laws of nations; inſtead of being pleas d 


| with the vigour and ſucceſs wherewith it was car- 


ried on, or thanking Norland for the wiſe mea- 
ſures he took, nothing is to be heard but the 
praiſes of Mr Slyboots. for his wonderful ſagacity 
and foreſight ; and that we ought to have taken | 


his 


ITT r IS al. 


his advice, and fallen upon the Dons Jar as we 
did upon the French. 

i; Sly. This is what 1 ae 

Cre. But, dear Sir, When you ſaw with what 
ſucceſs Norland carried on the war, was you not 
afraid leſt that ſhould have ſtolen away the hearts 


of the people from you, and rivetted him! in his 


Wer:? 


Sly. Not in the leaſt. F knew that the taking 
the Havanna, wou'd humble the Spaniard, and 


produce a peace: but at the ſame time I fore- 


ſaw, that the people of Britain, intoxicated more 
and more with ſucceſs, and the fond deluſive paſ- 


ſion of extending their conqueſts {till farther, 


wou'd be proportionably more averſe to any mo- 
derate reaſonable terms of peace. Has not the 


event juſtified my expectations? Has not Norland 


been forc'd to retire, hated and execrated, as a 


betrayer of his country? 
Cre. But what of all that? He "A {till his ma- 
ſter's ear, who employs his friends, and them on- 


ly, and ſeems reſolv'd never to commit the reins 
to you again, nor to any of thoſe who threw up 


their places on your account. 
Sly. Never fear; we ſhall ſoon force him into 


our meaſures, if you and my other friends ſtand 


firm, and continue to act your Parts properly as 
d 


you have done. Our truſty friend John Wilkes is 
hard at work, and has already pad ſuch a 
comment on hls: M 
ferment- not eaſy to be allay d. Mobs are very 


uſeful engines for politicians, and tis generally | 


ealy to make them believe any thing but what 
they ſee. We have a fine game to play with them 
Juſt now; ſo take care, my dear friend, to play 
it right. . A motion for an addreſs from the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen upon the peace, is a thing 
we may expect of courſe. . Could we _— it 
own 


ſty's foeech as will raiſe a 
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down by a majority againſt i it, that would be beſt 
of all ; but if you find chat it is agreed to, take 
care to be out of the way when it is preſented, 


and let the mob be ſpirited up to inſult him w ho 


preſumes to take your place. At the fame time 
We muſt pretend the higheſt perſonal regard and 
devotion to his MAE Roy. while we make the peo- 
ple believe him a mere fool, who knows not to 
diſtinguiſh b wegn his friends aud his foes, / 
true indepen ent Whig will never ſubmit peace- 
| ably to any Se. who, will not hunſelf ſubmit to 
be a mere cipher, and who will dare. to employ 
any miniſter but ſuch, as he approves of. I was 
once reputed g Fry; but ſee what time and ex- 


2 ce care; When I diſcovered that Ameri- 


Aber 'd in Germany, I diſcover'd like- 
Whig miniſter is the moſt abſolute 
ier 4 in- he world-; that the more he en- 
croaches upon the power and prerogative of his 


maſter, the more he enlarges his own, and the 


more he becomes the idol of the people. 
Gre. Moſt heartily do I congratulate you, great 


| Sir, on theſe important diſcoveries. You may 


ever depend on my poor fervices while you per- 


ſevere in theſe glorious principles. Who knows 


but at laſt we may have the happineſs to ſee their 
genuine iſſue, a commonwealth ? at the head of 


which a gentleman of your parts could not fail to 
make a glorious figure! Bur all in good time. 
Our buttteſs at preſent muſt be carried on as we. 


beſt may, Patriotiſm and Liberty, Revolution- 
Ai hig, the ignominious peace, and the hated and 


hateful favourite, are words that will ſerve us to 
excellent purpoſe in the city. To fave appear- 


ances, I intend to have a moſt ſplendid illumina- 


tion on the birth-day ; but I ſhall as ſoon be 
hang'd as preſent a congratulatory addreſs upon 


the peace. PR time, dear Sir, I hope you'll 
B remember, 


14 
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| remember, when you get into your old place a- 


gain, that I beſpe 1 the ſettling of at leaſt one of 
the neutral ilande, as they were call'd. It will 
make a fine eſtate. 

Sly. It ſhall be yours. But keep the ſecret, as 
you wiſh for ſucceſs ; for politicians muſt put on 
every appearance of diſintereſtedneſs. But Lo 
ing at his watch] we muſt away to dinner; tis 
near Lord Ortolan's hour. Theſe rounds of din- 
ners are more than ſhew ; RET © not only make a 
glaring figure in the news-papers, but they give 
us an opportunity of laying our heads together. 
Ortolan has great family-intereſt, and Pm afraid 
wie muſt ev'n 1 ſet him at the head of the treaſury, 
that he may be able to keep a French cook. I 
need ſay nothing of Mer curio, as he and I muſt 
ſtand or fall together, He is indeed very uſeful 
as an errand-runner, and his zeal for us makes 
him boggle at nothing, Scrivener hates Norland 
and his country, as much as John Wilkes himſelf 
does; —and being a true lawyer, he can tell us 
to a hair's breadth how far we may go, without 
hazarding our necks. Yet we mult keep a ſharp 
look-out, leit ſome day he leave us in the lurch: 
for theſe old attornies are damn'd ſlippery fellows, 
and can play with both hands; and the rogue has 
ſons to provide for.——Lord Haughty is quite 
happy with the revival of thoſe obſolete words 
Whis and Ti ory : for his Lordſhip is a ſtanch 
true-blue Whig ; and one of that ſtamp is always 
for fixing the ſame mark of ignonuny upon a Tory, 
that the law of Moſes fixed upon baſtards ; for 
Whigs never thrive but when faction prevails, as 
2tis then, and then only, that the whole wealth and 

power of the nation can be ingroſs'd by a few. 
Cre. But how ſtands Lord Bruin diſpos'd ? 

Sly. Ready to head any party of malecontents 

that will receive bim: for you may believe it- 
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oes ill down with him, who once rul'd all with 
ſuch abſolute ſway, to preſide only at horſe-races. 


The head of a S t would be a moſt acceptable 


preſent to him. Ten to one but he wou'd try to 
preſerve it in ſpirits. But he owes me a grudge; 


and therefore I'll keep him out if I can. Iam 
for a commonwealth, but not for a military go- 
vernment; and nothing elſe would pleaſe him. 


I know his violent arbitfary ſpirit. But come a- 

long. I ſee Lord Mercurio's coach waits us; 
and we ſhall have the charming muſic of the mob, 
who are gathering to attend us. ¶Exeunt. 


— 


Le | Mob without. 
Huzza | Slyboots for ever. No Scots favourite; 


No exciſe | Liberty and property. Huzza'! 
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8 0 E N E, Lord Ortolan's . "ie nu⸗ 
merous compan 815 at dinner, VIZ. Lords Ortc 
lan, Haughty, Mercurio, Scrivener, Oc. 40 
Shboots, Creole, Sc. OC. 


* 


Ore. 'Y Lords and Genilemes! you ſcarce 


eat any thing. Come, what ſignifies 
thinking? We have had our days, and ſhall have 
them again. Had we ſtood firm to bur good 
friends the ſews, the Whigs might for ever have 
reign'd triumphant. But there's no recalling 
what is paſt ; ſo let us eat, drink, and be merry, 
as long as we can. Here, Lord Mercurio, let me 
help you to a little of this ragout. The receipt 
for making it came from France by the very firſt 
mail after the correſpondence was open'd. My 
cook tells me it was ſent him as a preſent from a 
couſin of his, who is principal cook to the French 
King. What ſay you, my Lord; is it not excel- 
lent ? 


Mer. Beyond any thing] ever taſted, my Lord; 
it is abſolutely delicious! 

Ort. My Lord Haughty, I know you love an 
Engliſh diſh. Here are ſome fine carp-palates ; 


only I ſuſpect the ſauce is not rich enough. 


Hau. [taſting it] Upon my honour, my Lord, 


you do it wrong: it is immenſely rich. But my 


ſtomach has been in diſorder for ſome time paſt. 
It is hard to digeſt what I met with. 

Ort. Ay; we have all had our own trials. No 
matter. We muſt hope for better times. Well! 
Mo body eats. [To the ſervants] Take away 
the _ and ſet down Wine. [ Exeunt ſer- 


vants.} 


eren „ / . 


the throne; and we will ſtand by the K 


— 
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vants. | ——My Lords and Gentlemen, weare now 
by ourſelves; a free parliament; — a bumper of 
Burgundy to the K ; his M——y has not 
better friends than this company. We are the 
true Revolution-Whigs who ſet his family upon 


who 
ſtands by the laws, and employs ſuch "miniſters 


as are acceptable to the nation. 


Mer: And theſe, my Lord, I will venture to 
ſay, can only be found in this company. The 
public has had long experience of your Lordſhipꝰs 


abilities; to ſay nothing of a gentleman here pre- 


ſent, whoſe praiſes from my mouth might be ſu- 
ſpected, becauſe of the connection between us. 
I hope his M=—y will never be ſo blind to his 


own intereſt as to employ any others, at leaſt for 
any conſiderable time. 


Sly. His M—yisa moſt generous, wiſe, and 
pious prince. I have indeed been oblig'd to 


leave his ſervice ; but muſt do him the juſtice to 
tay, that he ſleſſes ev'ry virtue and excellency 


in a higher degree than any of his predeceſſors e- 
ver attain'd to. His only foible is a favourite, 
of which, tis to be hop'd, time, experience, and 
our advice, will cure him. A patriot king muſt, 


as one may fay, diveſt himſelf of human nature, 
at leaſt of every private, ſocial affection. He muft 


have no will of his own, but muſt abſolutely ſub- 


mit in ev'ry thing to the will and guigance of the 
Miniſter of the people. 


Scriv. A plague confound all favourites! A 


Scot in favour! I hate the very name more 
than I do the devil. O! England, what is it 


come to! A Scots Archbiſhop! a Scots Lord 


Chief Juſtice ! and which is worſt of all, a Scots 
Favourite! We mult pull them all down, elſe 


the very name of Mig will be buried in oblivion. 
Hau. Forbid it Heaven I bad ſooner forgive . 
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his M——y for turning his back upon me, and 
beg pardon for not attending the c——l when 


ſent for. To ſee theſe d—n—d Tories and Scots 


ſwarming about the court! Hell and furies ! 


; Scriv. Ay, my good Lord; and to hear them 
impudently pretending, that, in fact, there's no 
diſtinction now *twixt Whig and Tory; ; that 
the ſons and grandſons of the old Tories are now- 


as zealous ſupporters of the reigning family as 


any; —and therefore, that party-names ſhould be 
laid aſide, and every man who takes the. oaths, 
.admitted into places of truſt and power, accord- 


ing to his merit. 


"Har. Takes the 1 Mere cobwebs! I 1 


moſt wiſh they had never been invented. They _ 
ſerv'd our purpoſe indeed, at firſt, by keeping 


out ſome of the old Tories, who were men of con- 
ſcience, to do them juſtice. But ſhow me the 
man who boggles at them now, let him be ever 


ſo great a Tory or Jacobite in his heart. I tell 


you, my Lord, the very blood of theſe Tories is 


tainted. I could never, without pain, ſee one 
of the hated race admitted ſo much as to kiſs 
hands. Nor was I ever pleas'd with a coalition 


with any reputed Tory, however ready he might 
be to change ſides, and however zealous he might 


ſeem to enter into Whig meaſures. 


Sly. I am loath, my Lord, to imagine, that 
ſome of theſe laſt words may be pointed at me. 


Whatever uſe I may have made of the Tories, or 


of the name of a Tory, to ſerve my own purpoſes, 


no body has the leaſt reaſon to doubt of my be- 


ing now a ſtanch Whig. Have I not given ſuf- 
ficient proof of my attachment to every maxim or 
principle that can diſtinguiſh a Whig from a Tory 


now-a-days ? Have I not ſhewn my zeal for conti- 


nuing the war; for increaſing the national debt; 


for multiplying taxes; for encouraging the mo- 


ney'd 


„ E 
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ney d intereſt, and depreſſing the landed; for 


paying German ſubſidies, and defending the dear 


Electorate ?* Have I not endeavour'd to abridp 


the power of the K, and enlarge that of the 
miniſter, beyond what any of my predeceſſors 
ever durſt attempt, or at leaſt avow ? Theſe, I 
ſay, are the eſſential diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics 
of a true Whig ; for the old controverſy about 
hereditary right is quite forgotten. 'Therefore, 
my Lords, let us not begin to rip up old ſores, 
or ſhew the leaſt jealouſy one of another. How- 
ever much any of this company may have diſa- 
greed formerly, we are now fairly united in one 
common intereſt, i. e. we are out, and muſt 
therefore join againſt thoſe who are in.—— The 
name of hig will ſerve us beſt at preſent ; . 


therefore let it be the badge of our party. But I 


dare ſay none of this noble company is fo wedded 
to any word or name, but he could drop it to- 
morrow, for another that would anſwer his pur- 


| pole better. For what are words, but mere wind? 
We politicians muſt uſe them, to bubble the peo- 


ple. But every man of common ſenſe knows 
well enough, that private intereſt is the only real 
and ſolid bond of union amongſt politicians of 
every denomination. 

Scriv. Spoken like an oracle! Mr Slyboots; 
I am entirely of your opinion; with this addition, 
that, like Lord Haughty and ſome others, I have 
a ſort of conſtitutional implacable antipathy to 
Lord Norland, his name and his country. 0 
that Bruin had extirpated the whole race when 
in his power ! A propos, my Lords ; we muſt 
ſet Bruin in his old place, or we ſhall do nothing. 
Could we get him made general for life! He has 


millions at command ; and we all know what mo- 


ney can do. I need 19 no more. 


| Sly, Softly, my dear Lord ; whatever we may 


ſay 


” þ PATRIOTISM. An. 
ay here, let us not mention Bruin to any but 


ſuch as we can confide in. That d—n—d con- 


vention with Richelieu, and the great things that 
Prince Ferdinand hath fince done with. that ve 

army which Bruin cou'd do nothing with, hay e 
quite ruin'd his military character; which, to ſay 
the truth, was never high with men of any dif- 
cernment. He never won a battle but one; — 
and there, every circumſtance conſider'd, he could 
ſcarce have fail'd to gain the victory; 'of which 


he made ſuch a barbarous, bloody, inhuman, and 
impolitic uſe, as will never be forgotten by many, 


whatever a "ah ſycophants may ſay. Ev'n the 
army does not wiſh to be again under his com- 
mand, excepting a few worthleſs fellows, his 
creatures, who would be glad to ſee the whole 
nation under a military government; whereas a 
commonwealth is our game. Pray then, my 
Lords, let us act with caution. A majority in 
the Houſe of Commons wou'd ſtand us in more 


ſtead than an hundred Bruins: and were 


Bruin upon him, it would attach him the more 
ſteadily to thoſe who are about him, and inflame 
him the more violently againſt us. 

Scriv. I ſee, Mr Slyboots, you {till retain ſome 


of. your old prejudices againſt Lord Bruin. How- 


ever, I confeſs a part of your counſel is not amiſs. 


It is beſt to act with caution, and to do every 
thing that may keep ,us united, and ſo promote 
our common intereſt. Of one thing, how- 
ever, I muſt warm you: You will, perhaps, be 
told, that I am not hearty in the cauſe, and that 


— have been heard to condemn ſome of your mea- 


ſures. Never mind ſuch intelligence. I muſt 
be prudent, and muſt conſult the intereſt of my 
family, as well as you have done that of yours. 
Hut whatever I may ſay at court, you may depend 

upon 


to 
have the leaſt ſuſpicion that we intended to force 


7 ß kane 


whom it is highly dangerous foWhis M. 
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upon me, whenever it is neceſſary to rhrow off the | 
| maſk, and appear openly in the good old cauſe. 


Sly. It would very ill become me, my Lord, to 


take exceptions at what your Lordſhip may dee 
neceſſary for the intereſt of your family. It is e. 


nough that we know you to be a real friend to the 


cauſe, and can have recourſe to your advice on 
| ha occaſions. 


Scriv. It ſhall always be at your ſervice; and 


to ſhew you how deeply I have the cauſe at heart, HM 


y favour me with your particular attention, 


while 1 propoſe a regular plan, Which I think it 
will be for our common advantage to obſerve 


and a& by. It hath ever been the practice of us 


Whigs, to enter into a formal aſſociation among 


ourſelves, when we have an important point to 
carry ; and the good effets of this practice have 


ſeldom” been known to fail. Let me therefore 


read to you | pulling out a paper] a draught of 
certain reſolutions, which it will be proper for 
this company and their friends to enter into on 


the preſent emergency. | 
Omnes. — We are all attention. . 
Scriv. [Puts on his ſpectacles and reads: 1 
Whereas by the inſtigation of the 

other evil counſellors, his M y hath been ſo 

far led aſtray from his duty, as to permit ſome of 


His moſt faithful friends, and moſt able and po- 


pular miniſters, to reſign their offices, and has 
taken upon him to appoint others in their ſtead, 


whom we, the people of Great Britain, judge 


2 unfit for theſe places of power, profit, and 
dignity, which they preſently poſſeſs, and in 
y to 


repoſe any confidence, as being, in their hearts, 
{ſworn enemies to our preſent happy conſtitution : 
we, underwritten 'Lords and Gentlemen, has 
—.— taken Ws; and —_ other great grievan- 
ces, 


and 
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ces, into our ſerious conſideration, hereby mu- 
tually engage ourſelves to adhere firmly and hear- 
tily to the following reſolutions. N 
- 1/2, We ſhall appropriate to ourſelves and our Y 
party, the name and character of True Revolution- 
H/higs, and ſhall ſet the name of Tory or Faco- 
bite, as a mark of infamy, upon every perſon who 
ſhall dare to oppoſe us and our meaſures. 

 2dly, We ſhall endeavour to compel every 
K for the time being, to diſcard every mi- 
niſter or ſervant not approv'd of by us, and to 


employ us and our friends only, in all paſts and 
places of profit, power, or dignity. 


2dly, Whereas a peace has been lately conclu- 


ded with F- and S——, without our partici- 
pation or. advice, and to the great detriment of 
all the money-lenders i in Britain and Holland, we 
ſhall never ceaſe to repreſent the ſaid treaty of 
peace as one of the moſt infamous tranſactions 
that ever ſullied the annals of this or any other 
nation | 
athiy, Whereas Lord N. tho! diveſted 
of all public offices, is preſum'd to have great in- 
fluence over his M -u, (proceeding, as is ſur- 
mis' d, from a cauſe neither proper nor neceſſary 
to be here nam' d), we ſhall never ceaſe to thwart 
and oppoſe his M——y, and to put as groſs af- 
fronts upon him and his miniſters as our free con- 
ſtitution will permit, until he hath baniſhed the 
ſaid Norland, and all his adherents, from his pre- 
lence and counſels for ever, and receiv'd us and 
our friends into their places, in ſuch. manner as 
Jhall be agreed upon by us. 
5thily, Whereas, by the influence of the ſaid 
Norland, his M——y hath preſum'd to.employ 
divers and ſundry Scotſmen in places of high _ 
and dignity, to the excluſion of true En 
| Whiss, whoſe ſole _ it is to enjoy all 9 


places, 
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Places, we ſhall endeavour to procure an act of 


parliament that may tie up his M——y's hands in 


this reſpect for the future: and particularly, it 
.- tall be provided, That no Scotſman ſhall here- 
after enjoy any place or preferment in England, 
the profits whereof exceed L. 200 a-year ; except- 
ing only in the army, where it may be neceſſary 
to retain ſome of them, in caſe any new war 
thou'd break out under our adminiſtration: | 
' 6thly, We ſhall be at great pains to inflame the 
nation againſt the preſent miniſtry, they being ar- 


rant Tories and Jacobites, ready to bring in Pope= 


ry, ſlavery, and arbitrary power upon us; as 
witneſs their extending the exciſe-laws beyond 
any thing ever attempted by us Whigs ſince the 
days of Sir Robert Walpole ; witneſs alſo their 
reſtraining the liberty of the preſs, and impriſon- 
ing divers and ſundry his Majeſty's ſubjects in a 
* moſt arbitrary and illegal manner, particularly 
that eminent patriot John Wilkes, Eſq; member 
of parliament, whoſe unparallell'd efforts in the 


. cauſe of liberty, as well as his parliamentary pri- 


vilege, ought to have made his perſon ſacred. 
 7thiy, We ſhall ſupply the {aid John Wilkes 
from time to time with conſiderable ſums of mo- 


ney, for enabling him to aſſert the liberties of the . 


nation, and to proſecute the ſecretaries of ſtate 
for the injufies they have done him and the pu- 
blic. And whereas there are certain circumſtan- 
ces in Mr Wilkes's writings, and in his perſonal 
character, which may render it indecent or impo- 
litical in Come of us to aſſociate with, or patro- 
nize him publicly, we therefore nominate” and 
appoint the Right Honourable the Lord Mercu- 
rio to negotiate our affairs with Mr Wilkes; pro- 
miſing, upon our honour, to fulfil every engage- 


ment his Lordſhip ſhall enter into with that gen- 


tleman; and particularly, 


that Mr Wilkes ſhall 
Ci. * 


have 
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have a government more lucrative than that o 
Canada, within the firſt year after our reſtoration 
to the reins of government. 

8thly, We ſhall likewiſe take particular « care of 
that worthy, pious, and diſintereſted patriot, the 
Reverend Mr Churchill, whoſe labours in the 

ood old cauſe ſhall be rewarded with the firſt bi- 
thoprick that ſhall fall in our gift. And, in ge- 
neral, we ſhall give all due encouragement to the. 


FA writers, printers, and publiſhers, of the North 


huis R 


Briton, and of every other paper or pamphlet, 
however dull, low, or ſcurrilous, that ſhall any 
way tend to abuſe the ——, the miniſtry, and the 
Scots, or to raiſe animoſities between the two. 
nations. 
gthly, We ſhall ſend and diſperſe proper . emiſ- 
45 ies into the ſeveral counties where we have any 
üntereſt, and particularly into the county of Sur- 
ry, ho may inflame the minds of the people a- 
gainſt the peace, and the tax upon cyder. And 
woe ſhall procure as many addreſſes of thanks as 
we can to the members of parliament in the op- 
| poſition, from their conſtituents, as a proper 
cCounterpoiſe to the adulatory congratulations 
and addreſſes of the Scottiſh or Tory party upon 
the peace. 5 
1othly, It ſhall be lawful , any thing 1 in the fore- 
going reſolutions notwithſianding; £ Hr any mem- 
ber of this aſſociation, to reſort to court as 


often as he ſhall judge it neceſſary; to profeſs 
the ſtrongeſt attachment to his M——y's perſon 
and government, and the higheſt adnyration of 
1 wiſdom and TOE ; ſuch profeſſions 
being abſolutely neceſlary to conceal our real opi- 
nions and intentions, and flattery being the moſt 
common and efficacious inſtrument that politi- 
cians employ for promoting their own deligns, 
and blindfolding their maſters, 

: Theſe 5 
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Theſe, my Lords and Gentlemen, are the ate 


ticles that I think ought to be ſignꝰd and ſealdoby 


every perſon pretending to be of our party. I 


ſubmit them however to your better judgments. - 


_- Sly. And I defy any perſon to correct or amend 
them. This indeed, my Lord Scrivener, is one 
of the many ſtriking inſtances of your penetration 


and ſolid. judgment. I hope my Lord Ortolan 
has no exception.to theſe truly Whig reſolutions, 


Ort. Not the leaſt, ſo far as they go. They 
are quite agreeable to a Whig conſtitution, and 
to the conſtant practice of the party; — of our fa- 


mily in particular. You cannot but remember 
how often we reſign' d, and forc'd the old gentle- 
man to take us in again upon our own. terms. 


The fame method will {till prevail, if we ſtand 


firm: and united as we aught to do. In order to 


this, it will be very neceſſary, before we go fur- 
ther, to ſettle previouſly among ourſelves the 
point referred to in the 4th reſolution; I mean 
the ſeveral poſts or places each of us is to enjoy 
after we have expell'd the preſent poſſeſſors. All 
I infiſt upon, for myſelf, is the treaſury. That. 


ticular friends. eee 
Mer. Conſidering your Lordſhip's age and in- 


department muſt be left abſolutely to me and my 


frirmities, might not a penſion of L. 8 or 10, ooo 
a- year be fully as convenient as an office ſo trou- 
bleſome and fatiguing ? | | 


Ort. No, my Lord; I can leave the fatigue to 


others. But I ſee plainly what you and Mr Sly- 


boots are driving at. You want to ingroſs the 


Whole power to yourſelves ; — but I tell you free- 
Iy Ortolan ſhall have his ſhare, — otherwiſe — _ 


Sly. Patience, my dear Lord; patience. We 
have no ſuch intention as you ſuppoſe. Upon 
my honour we have not. Lord: Ortolan may 
tay 55 command 


— 


> 


* 
— — 


— 2 _ hn 


I" 


AG ATI 
— 


— 


Vx IRE 


0 
. ——————————— 


SOIC EE i TTT K 
r 
1 YT - 7 8 


"SY 

— i 

P 

f 

0 

- il | 


Fa 1 10 r TS s N. Act . 
con his own terms. Let nothing diſturb | 
' buf preſent union. 

Scriv. laſk nothing for myſelf, my Lords; . * 
yet I wou'd be content, Mr Slyboots, to know 
what you intend for my ſons 5 The young fel 
wh muſt not be forgotten. 

ly. [riſing. ] It is pee, my Lords, to 
a all theſe particulars at preſent ; for Mr 
Creole can bear me witneſs, that | muſt now hur- 
Ty away to the city, my brother and I having an 
appointment this evening with ſome very reſpect- 


- ginning to moleſt me; and therefore muſt away 
the ſooner, that I may not be out too late. Next 
time we have the pleaſure of dining together, I. 
ſhall have a plan, or partition-treaty, ready to lay 
before you, which I hope will be to your com- 
mon ſatisfaction. Adieu my dear Lords. Alas! 
alas! my left great toe. Oh, Oh, Oh. [Ex- 

| eunt Slyboots, Mercurio, and Creole .] Dome 

% away Mercurio. Come away Mr Creole, we 

mall be late. Alas! Oh! 

Scriv. Well! my Lords, your opinion of Mr 15 

Slyboots. That gout ſerves him extremely weur 
when he wants to diſappear. 

Hau. I never lik'd the puppy. He was once 

a a virulent foul-mouth'd Tory. | e 
Ort. I love him as little as you do, my Lord. 
'Tis not the firſt time he has play'd me a dog- 
trick, and Pl! pay him in coin if I can. 

Scriv. He is a petulant overeating raſcal} 
that's the truth on't. Juſt now he talks in avery 
humble complaiſant ſtrain, —*© his poor abilities, 

our better judgment,” and what not?—— But 
ſet him at the helm again, and he'll huff and 
ſwagger as much as ever. His popularity in the 
city turn'd his head, and m him imagine 2 
cou d 


able friends there. Beſides, I feel the gout be- 
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cou'd do any thing. Little does he conſider, 
that the mob, who to-day are. ſo ready to attend 


him to Guildhall, may be next day as ready to at- 


tend him to T owerhill or Tyburn. But we muſt 
make our uſe of him while his influence ont 


nues.—— Bruin, Lord Bruin, is the only p 


per head for our party. Think of this, 
Lords, till we meet again. Adieu, adieu. 


* 


[Exeunt ſeverally, 
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number of papers on a table. Wilkes lolus 
. Her s PRO Loſt. 


O farewell Hope, and with Hope farewell 
40 Fear; 


«6 Farewell Remorſe, all good to me is loſt : 
% Evil be thou my good.” 


[Throws away the book, and ftarts out of 
Nis chair. 

Gloriouſly expreſs'd! NM own caſe to a tittle! 
My fortune ſpent; my ſervices rejected; my 
commiſſion taken from me; all my flaming zeal 
againſt Scots rebels and Jacobites deſpis'd! The 
government of Canada refus'd to me, and given 


to a Scot! and John Wilkes, Eſq; member of 


liament, forc'd to ſubſiſt on a precarious pen- 
on, or contribution, from a ſet of diſcarded 


cCourtiers 


[Silent and thoughtful a little, then looks at 
Milton, and at laſt ſpeaks out.] 


Is there no place 


Left for repentance ? none for pardon left ? 


None left but by ſubmiſſion ? And that word 

Diſdain forbids me; and my dread of ſhame 

Among the populace, whom I ſeduc'd, 

With other promiſes and other vaunts, 

Than to ſubmit, boaſting I could ſubdue 

The K and miniſtry. — [So read it. 
But truly, Mr Satan, that is not altogether my 

caſe. I could. bear the ſhame without a bluſh, 


were 


— 
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were I ſure of a. good place, or a penſion.—— 
But there it ſticks. And therefore, I ſay it a- 
gan, « Evil be thou my good.” ——This ſhall 
my motto when I come to take out a new coat 
of arms in your infernal Majelty's dominions. At 
preſent. the word is LIBERTY! 
{Penſrue and ſilent again ; then alot 1 


0 Canada what a fine thing wou'd it have been 
with a thouſand or fifteen hundred a year, beſides 


Perquiſites ! —— O Bute: how ſhall I forgive 
thee ? 

To be reveng'd on thee, I could commit —even 
ſodomy of ſoul.— Brave Churchill! whoſe 
brain, but thine or mine, could have conceiv'd, 
or whoſe pen, but ours, could have expreſs'd 
ſuch a 515 delicate idea: a 3 


Enter a fe wodub: 
| Serv. Sir,— my Lord Mercurio 


Enter Lord Mercurio. 


Muvilles. [running to meet him.] My Lord 


your Lordſhip's moſt devoted ſervant. 


Mer. Vours, my dear Jack, moſt ſincerely. 
So ſo: I fancy you are hard at work on the 


next North Briton. [ey fit: 


Wil. Preparing for it, my Lord ;—meditating 
a little on the ill treatment receiv d by your Lord- 
ſhip, by myſelf, and by many other worthy per- 


ſons. This whets my pen, and makes me write 


with that fire and ſpirit which runs thro? all my 
performances. 


Mer. Ay, ſo it will. But at t profent your 
work is pretty eaſy. Your triumph over the two 
ſecretaries is a copious fund of entertainment for 


the ns — for ſome weeks at leaſt, 
D Wil. 
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Wil. It would have been fo indeed, had it not 


been for that damn'd bill of exceptions. Had the 


printers toucl'd the Rhino, I ſhould have gone 
inacks with them: and I never write ſo well as 
when the money chinks in my pocket. Fe rope os 


Mer: You know my purſe is always at your 


command. Here's a cool hundred to refreſh you 


a little, [ putting- a purſe into Wilkes's hand J. 


But, dear Jack, don't impute it to parſimony 
that 1 give you a little: good counſel : times may 


change, and a thouſand or two fav'd may 'be of 


great uſe to you, when ?tis all over with the 


North Briton. Try then 3 in time to learn a Utrle 


economy. 


Wil. [ ſtarting up in a great t paſſion] Gece | 


nomy ! my Lord! do you talk of economy to 


me? The very word is a ſatire upon me; — and 
did I not know your Lordſhip to be my beſt 


friend, I ſhould imagine you meant to afiront me. 


Gee” what rare work I have made with the 
K—— and the Scot for daring to talk of œcono- 
iy. 
my Lord, never mention that hated word again 


to a gentleman who has had the honour to ipend 
L. 50,000 in good company. 


Mer. Well, Jack, you're a fad dog, and muſt 


have your own way. I had quite forgot your an- 
tipathy to that 
more of it. But prithee, Jack, what MS. is that 
I ſee on your table, titled, Political Vocabulary. 
Wil. A very uſeful. MS. my Lord. It coſt me 
no leſs than five guineas to Churchill for collect- 
ing or compoſing it, over and above a ſupper at 
Mother 's bagnio. This: Vocabulary or 


Dictionary is of infinite uſe to me in compoſing 


the North Briton. The very marrow or quint- 
eſſence of that paper entirely conſiſts of words 
and phraſes pick d out * this collection. With 


theſe 


* 
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[ore coolly, and fitting down. Pray, 


what d'ye call it? ſo n“ 
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theſe we do juſt as muſicians with a few notes. 


We compound, diverſify, or tranſpoſe them, at 


pleaſure, and ſo chime them weekly in the ears 
of the people, as a new political tune. Pray 
let me entertain your Lordſhip with an article or 
two of this Dictionary. Here is the -word 


Scot, which, in the-grammarian ſtyle, I may term 


a radical word. Under this you have, The Scot; 
The. Scots favourite; Scottiſh þ rime miniſter ; 
Scottiſh adminiſtration ; 5 Scot- 
tiſh faction, Scots Facobite ; Scots harpies, GC, 
c. &c.; all which I have tranſpos'd into the 
North Briton ; and they make ſome of the moſt 


elegant flowers of rhetoric that are to be found 


in all that paper. 
Mer. Admirably well, upon my honour. Pray 


let me hear what epithets or phraſes you have got 
| under the word miniſter. 


Wil. Inſolent miniſter ; A miniſter; F 


” Fackall of the miniſter ; Tools, Shadows of *the 
miniſter ; Hungry harpies 0 "the miniſter 5 Mini- 
ſterial zeal, Miniſterial e Tontery ; ; Dregs of mi- 
Rar ns POWEr en | 


Mer. Enough, enou EY hat Aa benen is 
a real treaſure; and every word in it, when tranſ- 
planted into the North Briton, ſhould be printed 
in /talics, that the readers may pronounce them 
with a proper emphaſis. But are you not afraid 


of diſguſting people by the to0 frequent repeti- 


tion of them? 
Wil. Not in the leaſt, my Lenk We have 


ach variety of them, that we can every now and 


then throw out a new one when the old begin to 


grow ſtale. Let me try what I can repeat with- 


out book. hig, Engliſh Whig ; Revolu- 
tion-Whig ; Tory; Engliſh Tory ; Tools of cor- 
rußtion and deſpotiſm, Deſpotic power ; Deſpo- 
tie — - - Highland chiefs ; Tyranny of a 


2 Stuart ; 
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Stuart,; Hated name of Stuart, Inglorious 
peace ; Scandalous proſtitution ; Sodomy of foul ; 
Exciſe; Exciſe-laws; Monſter of exciſe; In- 
ſolent exciſemen ; Strangers, Ruffians ; Extra- 
vagance ; Corruption; Profufion ; ; Fetters forg'd; 5 
| Chains rivetted — 
Mer. Stop, Jack; ſtop. My very ears are 
ſtunn'd. One half of thoſe D words pro- 
perly applied, is enough to throw half the people 
of England into a panic, as effectually as George 
Whitefield does his auditory, by thundering out 
the devil, hell, and damnation to them. But 
have you no comfortable enlivening phraſes to ba- 
lance all theſe dreadful ſounds ? 

Wil. Ay, my Lord, we have a few; ; fac an, 
Gracious Sovereign, Beſt of Sovercigns ; „ Pa- 
triot; Patriotic ſhirit,; Patriotic minority ; 
Magna Charta, The conſtitution ; ; and, which 
J ſhould have mention'd firſt of all, Liberty. f 
Britiſh liberty! With this one word I can ſer all | 
the city in an uproar when I.pleaſe. 

Mer. Upon my honour, Jack, thou art a no- 
table fellow. Thou art abſolutely maſter of thy 
buſineſs, Go on, my dear Wilkes, and never 
fear. We Whigs are reſolv'd to protect you, 
print or publiſh what you pleaſe, Spare no body, 
— not ev'n the K——. You muſt ſeem to give 
him a good word now and then; — but when tis 
neceſſary, ſpeak of him like a fr eeborn Engliſh- 
man. 

Wil. Ay, my Lord, that is what I have done, 
and ſhall do, I have given him the lie already, 
and after that I think all ceremony between him 
and me is over, The K——! what the duce are 
kings but the ſervants of us the people? and when 
they don't pleaſe us, I John Wilkes, or any free- 
born Engliſhman, has as good a right to chaſtiſe, 
OF — - them, if we i, as we have to chaſtiſe 
. | | Or 


time perſuade the people that the K 


quence mult be, 


tion into ſuch a flame, as to make the K 
his favourite tremble.—— Norland's retreat from 
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or caſhier a footman. However, tho” we ſhould 
not be able to go this length, I hope we ſhall in 


is a mere 
good for nothing ; and then the great part 
of our buſineſs is done.—— The natural conſe- 
Place him under tutelage. 

Let Bruin be declar'd general for life ;—Mr 


Slyboots prime miniſter ; — Lord Mercurio firſt | 


lord of the treaſury ; — and then, heyday ! John. 


Wilkes, Eſq; governor of Canada, or what he 
| 1 9 


Mer. L may venture to aſſure Mr Wilkes, that 
on ſuch a revolution in our favour, nothing is 
too much for him to expect that may be in our 
power to beſtow. Whether Lord Ortolan or I be 
at the head of the treaſury, he ſhall be one of, the 
.commiſhioners. ?Tis no more than he merits. + 
il. Your Lordſhip is extremely kind. 1 have 
indeed been at ſome pains, and may venture to 


ſay, have been of ſome uſe to the Whig. party. 


J have blown the coals. of diflenſion and diſaffec- 
and 


court is a manifeſt proof of this: and the anti- 


pathy to him and his countrymen is at preſent ſo 
great and general, that I hope we ſhall at laſt pro- 


voke ſome of the Scots to.do ſomething illegal 
and violent, and which may prove the ground of 


a national quarrel, 
Mer. It is indeed amazing that ſome of them 


have not been upon your bones, Jack ; they don't 


uſe to be ſo paſſive when the honour of their 
country is made free with. 


Eil. Den the- ml; , a 


ſpiſe me. I am reſolv-d not to fight any of the 
; ſcoundrels; ; — but I would have given a thouſand 
pound that ſome one of them had ſlit my noſe ar 


. cropt my ears, provided it had been done gen- 
PF 2 
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teelly, and without going too deep. O L—d1 
what a pother Would have then been about the 
great patriot John Wilkes, who had ſuffer'd ſo 
much for his honeſty and zeal? — and what a fine 
occaſion would this have. been for an Englith mob 
to have cut the throats of every Scotſman i in n: 
den | 5 

Mer. Well, Jack, tis pretty fair that you 
would be content to ſuffer mutilation in the 
cauſe ; — but you would have done it much bet- 
ter ſervice, had you taken the advice J gave you 
when in the Tower, and follow'd the een W. oy 
the brave Earl of Eflex. 

Mil. I beg your pardon for that, my Lord ; I 
am not for trying ſuch experiments. One, d'ye 
ſee, may recover a dry beating, a flit noſe, on a 
cropt ear, and be well paid for coſts and dama- 
ges; but I can't conceive what the devil ſhould 
tempt a man to cut his own throat, unleſs he 
was non compes,— or at leaſt morally ſure that he 
was to loſe his head in a few days for high trea- 
ſon. In that caſe, indeed, a gentleman of reſolu- 
tion, and of Lord Eſſex's principles, who was a 
known advocate for ſuicide, might be tempted 
to do ſomething extraordinary for the good old 
cauſe. But tis not come to that -paſs yet with 
your humble ſervant. | 
Mer. True, Jack; and I hoe you ſhall live 
to ſee better days. My brother Slyboots is fully 
reſoly'd to be all or nothing. Either the young 

gentleman ſhall ſubmit to be tutor'd by us, or 
we ſhall lead him a dance he is not aware of. 
In the mean time, dear Jack, continue to do your 
duty vigorouſly, and as you have done. Give us e- 
very now and then a detail of grievances, and dreſs 
them up in the moſt dreadful ſnapes. No mat- 
ter whether the ernennt be true or falſe 

5 Political 
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Political writers don't uſe to be over fcrupulous 
in that reſpe&t. * 

Wil. Scrupulous! my Ing rhat would ne- 
ver do with us. We muſt not mind either truth 
or reputation. Throw dirt plentifully, and ſome 


of it will ſtick, is one of the ſtanding maxims of 


the Grubſtreet ſociety: and ſince the famous pa- 


triots and true Whigs, Daniel de Foe and John 
Tutchin, I defy any man to ſhew me one who has 


outdone John Wilkes in this reſpect. The other 
day ſome miniſterial hireling endeavour'd to ex- 
poſe me in the news-papers, for a ſtory about an 
Iriſh penſion. D'ye think I took any notice of 
him? No, not I. For *tis thus I reaſon with 
myſelf. Twenty thouſand people may perhaps 
ſee that ſame news- paper; —and one half of theſe 
may chance to ſay,— © What a rogue this Wilkes? 
„ Who can believe his other ſtories and aſſer- 
« tions, after ſeeing him thus detected? The 
others, "who favour me a little more, will ſay, 

«, We muſt fuſpend our judgment, till we ſee 
« what the North Briton replies to this.“ But, 

on the other hand, there are, I ſuppoſe, twenty 
thouſand who have read the North Briton, but 


have never ſeen the detection. And with all 


theſe, John Wilkes is a brave honeſt fellow, a 


true patriot, who ſpeaks out, and lets us ſee 
things as they are, without ſanding i in awe of any 


man. Balance this account now, and you ſee 
there's a great deal of clear gain to the party. 
Mer. There is indeed. And beſides, what 


think you of thoſe who will get the ſtory at ſe- 


cond hand, and believe it on the authority of the 
retailer ? The lie of a party 1s always circulated 


with incredible diligence ; and, as one obſerves, 


men of honour in other reſpects, and who would 
not for the world tell-a lie on their own private 


en, are yet as ready as others to repeat, and 
1 | pretend 
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1 pretend to believe a political lie when it ſerves 
i their turn. Conſidering then how many great 
Lords and Gentlemen you have to aſſiſt you, — 
I need fay no more. - Delicacy 1 in ſuch caſes is 

quite ſuperfluous. + 
Wil. Ay, my Lord; and conſidering Wwe, 
the humour of the people we have to deal with. 
England is perhaps the beſt country in the world 
for a political writer to live in. The more ro- 
mantic and incredible a ſtory is,, the more greedi- 
ly is it ſwallow'd, — eſpecially if there's any thing 

_ diſmal in it, —any thing that tends to excite either 
terror or compaſſion. I don't wonder that the 

Scots Jeſuit Bower made {ſuch dupes of us; his 
ſtory was ſo exactly calculated for our meridian : 

and had it not been for his countryman Douglas, 
I doubt not but the raſcal might at laſt have been 
another Biſhop of Sarum. But the beſt of it 
is, to fee ſuch numbers deceiv'd again and again 
by the ſame perſons, and by ridiculous ſtories of 
the very ſame kind. This has given occaſion to 
lay of the Engliſh, that they believe every thing 
they hear, but nothing that they ſee. This na- 
tional foible, as I may call it, this unthinking 

credulity, is one of the chief things we political 
writers truſt to, and of which we make the great- 
eſt advantage. One has nothing to do but col- 
lect two or three petty inſtances of ſeeming mal- 
adminiſtration, or the complaints of this and the 
other fellow who thinks himſelf injur'd, becauſe 
a man of merit is preferr'd, (perhaps a little out 
of the common courſe), and dreſs them up in 
ſuch a ſhape as to make them look intereſting 
and of conſequence to the public; —and be- 
hold the whole ſtory goes down with thouſands, 
without the leaſt attention to what is or may be 
ſaid on the other ſide. This is the very game 
1 have plaid with Lord Norland and the two ſe- 
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cretaries; — and, as your Lordſhip ſees, with great 
ſucceſs. _ | 


Mer. I ſee it indeed, and rejoice at it. But 


there's another part of our national character 
which I think has been of as good uſe to you as 
our credulity,—tho” perhaps the one will be ſaid 
to proceed in a great meaſure from the other. 
mean our national jealouſy of our neighbqaurs. 
Wil. Ay, my Lord; Churchill and I between 
us have frighten'd almoſt all the old women in 
England, and tnade them believe the Scots will 


eat us all up in a year or two, it Norland and 


his party are not expell'd the nation. After this 
we need not think much if they are afraid of the 
French, as they have there a real ground for jea- 

MT. „ 
Mer. Yes; our jealouſy of the French may be 


made very good uſe of,,—eſpecially to diſcredit 
the peace that Norland has made with them. 


But, dear Jack, what if you ſhould make a trip, 
to France, and ſee what they are doing. You 
might then tell us of their. deſigns and prepara- 
tions,—ev'n what you pleas'd,— and no body 
would dare to contradict you. You ſhan't want 
money; — and ſhould Lewis take it in his head to 
ſend you to the Baſtile for writing as you have 
done againſt the French, it wou'd raiſe your cha- 
racter in England ten degrees higher than ever. 
Wil. Upon honour, my Lord, tis not a bad 
project. I was thinking a little of it myſelf; 
for, beſides ſerving the purpoſes you have men- 
tioned, it may not be improper for me to be a 
little out of the way, till we ſee how matters are 
like to go at the ſitting of the parliament. Should 
the miniſtry prevail ſo far as to get me expell'd 
the houſe, I don't know but the next ſtep would 
be to ſet me on the pillory ; and if that ſhould 


happen, the Scots would not fail to ſend their 


3 countrywen 
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countrymen here a tun or two of eggs, to pay me 
the compliments I can't ſay but they owe me. 
Churchill will carry on the North Briton ; I hear 
his voice in the lobby calling for a draught of por- 
ter. If your Lordſhip pleaſes we will call him 
in, and give him his inſtructions. 
Mer. With all my heart. 


Willes rings. Enter ſervant. 
Wil. Deſire Mr Churchill to walk in. 
| _ 1 - 


Enter Churchill, Jew 


Mer. Mr Churchill, I am glad to ſee you. 
Your friend Mr Wilkes does you all manner of 
juſtice ; and you may depend upou the intereſt of 
all the patriot Whigs, how ſoon we are reinſtated. 

Chur. My Lord, I am infinitely oblig'd 'both 
to your Lordſhip and to Mr Wilkes. It is need- 
leſs to diſſemble what every body knows. I am 
a true Swiſs; and whoever pays me beſt, ny 
command my ſervices. 

Wil. Well, Charles, thow'rt an impudent dog, | 
that's the truth on't. Perhaps you will return 
the compliment. Be it ſo. Such are ſometimes 
uſeful. Mind your buſineſs, and you ſhall drink 
like a Lord. Iam to retire a little for the good 
of the commonwealth ; and you are pitch'd upon 
to continue the North Briton. Perhaps I may 
ſend you ſome materials now and then; j and our 
Noble friend here will not be wanting. Keep 
cloſe by the old plan. Cry out, — that we are 
ruin'd,—ruin'd by the peace, ruin'd by the tax 
on — <— ruin'd by the hungry Scots, and by 
the baneful influence of the Scots favourite. Re- 
preſent the prevailing party as men of no weight 
or influence; — and that the body of the people 
unanimouſly ** * a total change in the mini- 


* 


Gentlemen. 
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ſtry. Above all, you are to inſi | 
ſtrongeſt terms, that the nation is in a dreadful 
| ferment; — that diſaffection every day ſpreads and 
- Increaſes ; —for this is in fact the beſt and moſt 
effectual way to increaſe it; — and when you find 


pon it in the 


your muſe in tune, i. e. when you have got a 
proper doſe of your beloved porter, be ſure to 
compoſe a poem in-praiſe of Lord Bruin. 


Tell the world his matehleſs virtues, his good- 


neſs of heart, the mildneſs of his nature, the 
greatneſs of his clemency, and of his care of man- 
kind. This is one of the moſt proper ſubjects in 


the world for a poem; —for poets are ſaid always 


to write beſt when they write fictions.— If you 


are in any difficulty, or if any body offers to call 


you in queſtion for what you write, [| pointing 


to Lord Mercurio], here is your patron and your 


oracle. What he has been to me, he will be to 
you, now you are in my place. | | 
Mer. I will, upon my honour. Come along, 
—— You muſt, go and ſup with me. 
Parſon Churchill ſhall fay grace to us. EE a 
0 al 

| [Exeunt omnes. 
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ES! tountrymen ; in France I've been, 

Aud many a fine thing wou'd have ſeen, 
Had not a d d rebellious Scot | | 
(Plague rot him) come and marr d my plot. 
He wears a dreadful broad Scots ſpado, 
And threaten'd me with baſtinado, 
Unleſs, forſooth, I wou'd turn out, 
And take with him a tilting bout. 

T his frighten'd me out of my ſenſes, 

And ficpt all my intelligences + 

For tho” I got a garde du corps, 

Of French, who marched me before, 
And cry'da, Ce Chevalier Anglois, 
Eſt bon ami du Roy Francois; 
I could no longer ſhew my face 

In coffeehouſe or public place, 
But ev'n the girls of the town _ 
Mou'd cry, Ce Vilkes eft un poltron! 
In ſuch diſtreſs, what could I do, 
But haſten back again to you? 
And, ſince Lord E—mont is dead, 
T think I've ſav'd both ears and head, 
For pill'ry I no longer fear, 
And Forbes dares not touch me here, 
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